
Loving The Loving
Why Allah is Worthy of 
Our Utmost Adoration



● Who is The Loving?
● What is worship?

○ Love and worship
○ Associationism

● The relationship between 
knowledge and love

● 7 reasons why God is worthy of 
our utmost love
○ God’s maximal, perfect and pure love
○ Spiritual fulfillment

What we will cover
○ Al-Ghazali’s 5 causes for love

• Loving one’s self 
• Loving one’s benefactor or something giving benefit 

to us
• Loving a benefactor without benefitting in any way
• Loving beauty and goodness
• Loving due to an affinity or similarity between the 

lover and the beloved
● How can a loving God send people to hell?
● Attaining God’s special love
● How to use this in the context of sharing Islam
● A note on Islam & Christianity on God’s love



“Ask forgiveness from your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance: my Lord 
is merciful and most loving.” The Qur’an, Chapter 11, Verse 90

Who is The Loving?

● Love, affection, friendship; to desire, to wish for; to be amicable. 
● Of this root, six forms occur 29 times in the Qur’an.1

● Very loving, all loving (11:90). 
● An attribute of God, the Most Loving, the All Loving.2

➔ It is a loving that is giving.
Note: Love is not just a feeling or desire; it is a way of being, a way of behaving. 
Psychologist Erich Fromm described love as “an activity, not a passive effect”.3

1 2 Badawi, E. M, and Abdel-Haleem, M. Arabic-English Dictionary of Qur’anic Usage. Brill, p. 1016-1017  3 Fromm, E. (1956). The 
Art of Loving. New York: Harper & Row, p. 22.



● God’s names and attributed are maximally perfect; to the highest 
degree possible, without deficiency or flaw.

● His love is to the highest degree possible.

Maximal, perfect and pure love

1 Al-Ghazali on the Ninety-nine Beautiful Names of God, Islamic Texts Society. 2 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 5999, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2754

1

● A mother’s love is seen to be the highest form of worldly love.
● However a mother’s love is needy. She needs to love, it 

completes her.
● God does not need to love, He is The-Free, The Self-Subsisting.
● He gains nothing by loving, yet He loves.
● God’s love is the purest form of love.

The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said,“Allah is more merciful to 
His servants than this mother is to her child.”2



● Linguistically worship (‘ibādah) comes from ‘abadah meaning subservience 
and subjugation . It refers to everything that God loves and is pleased with.1

What is worship?

1 The Spiritual Cure: An Explanation of Surah Al-Fatiha. Daar us-Sunnah, p. 114.

○ Knowledge
○ Utmost Love
○ Unconditional Obedience (submission, 

humility and fear)
○ Direct and single out all internal and 

external acts of worship.



“There is no doubt that perfect servitude to God is part of perfect love, and perfect love 
is connected to the perfection of the Beloved in and of Himself, for God, may He be 
glorified, is completely and absolutely perfect in all aspects, and could not possibly 
have any imperfections whatsoever. For one who is like this, nothing can be dearer to 
people’s hearts than Him; so long as their basic nature and reason are sound, it is 
inevitable that He will be the dearest of all things to their hearts. Undoubtedly love of 
Him leads to submission and obedience to Him, seeking His pleasure, doing one’s 
utmost in worship of Him and turning to Him. This is the best and strongest motive to 
do acts of worship.”1

Love of God leads to submission

1 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya. Miftaah Daar al-Sa‘aadah, 2/88-90.



● Associatiating partners with God involves:
○ Directing acts of worship to other than God
○ Deifying creation by comparing their attributes to Divine attributes
○ Humanising Divine attributes by comparing them to creation’s attributes

● Loving anything more than God.

Associationism and love

“Still there are some who take others as God’s equal—they love them as 
they should love God—but the ˹true˺ believers love God even more.” 

The Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 165



The relationship between knowledge and love

1 Al-Ghazali on the Ninety-nine Beautiful Names of God, Islamic Texts Society. 2 Derin, Suleiman. Love in Sufism: From Rabia to Ibn 
Al-Farid, Insan Publications, pp. 153-154. 3 Al-Ghazali. (2011) Al-Ghazali on Love, Longing, Intimacy & Contentment, p. 23.

The fruit of knowledge is love.

● Al-Ghazali gave precedence to knowledge over love. 
○ Without knowledge there would be no love.

● He argues that the more knowledge one has the stronger the love. 
● Al-Ghazali sees love not as an emotion, he views it as the highest form of cognition.
● To love God is to know Him, and to know Him in a real sense is to love Him.1 2

“For those endowed with insight there is in reality 
no object of love but God, nor does anyone but 

He deserve love.”3



  Reasons7



1. God’s maximal, perfect and pure love

● As previously mentioned, God’s love is maximal, perfect and pure.
● Consider this scenario:

○ Imagine someone walked into your life and they were described as the most loving 
human being to have ever lived, and that will ever live. What do you think will 
happen to you? You will be naturally compelled to seek, understand or experience 
that love in someway. You would also love and praise that person by virtue of their 
loving nature. By greater reason, what then of God’s love? 

● Experience
● Praise
● Love



2. Spiritual fulfillment

● When something completes a person they have a love and an affinity for it.
● Human beings cannot not worship. Our purpose in life is to worship God.
● Worshipping fulfills us and it defines who we are. 
● Worshipping God is part of what makes us whole and human.

“And be not like those who forgot Allāh, so He made 
them forget themselves. Those are the defiantly 
disobedient.” The Qur’an, Chapter 59, Verse 19

“I did not create jinn and humans except to worship 
Me.” The Qur’an, Chapter 51, Verse 56

“God puts forward this illustration: can a man who 
has for his masters several partners at odds with each 
other be considered equal to a man devoted wholly to 
one master? All praise belongs to God, though most 
of them do not know.” The Qur’an, Chapter 39, Verse 29



● Al-Ghazali’s first cause of love is self-love.
○ Human beings love the conditions that increase our well-being and existence.
○ Self-love here is not narcissism. It is a mature love, we want good for ourselves.

3. Self-love

“Therefore, if man’s love for himself be necessary, then 
his love for Him through whom, first his coming-to-be, 
and second, his continuance in his essential being with 
all his inward and outward traits, his substance and his 
accidents, occur must also be necessary. Whoever is so 
besotted by his fleshy appetites as to lack this love 
neglects his Lord and Creator. He possesses no authentic 
knowledge of Him; his gaze is limited to his cravings 
and to things of sense.”1

1 Al-Ghazali. (2011) Al-Ghazali on Love, Longing, Intimacy & Contentment. The Islamic Texts Society, p. 25.



4. Loving one’s benefactor
● Al-Ghazali’s second cause of love is beneficence. 
● We love one’s benefactor because of the benefits that we receive from them.
● Who is the source of all of our blessings, benefits and pleasure? It is God.

○ In fact, His blessing our such that we cannot enumerate and be truly grateful for.
○ Consider the number heartbeats we have had in our lives…

“And if you should [try to] count the favours of God, you 
could not enumerate them. Indeed mankind is [generally] 

most unjust and ungrateful.”
The Qur’an, Chapter 14, Verse 34.



5. Loving a benefactor without benefitting
● Al-Ghazali’s third cause of love is loving a benefactor without benefitting. 
● We naturally love people of goodness and benefactors without experiencing or benefitting 

directly. We natural love people who do good and benefit others. The more we know about them 
and what they do, the more our affection grows. 

● God is the source of all of peoples blessings, benefits and pleasure. 
● He is the source of all goodness. 

○ Al-Barr, The Greatest Benefactor.

“‘He is the Good, the Merciful One’” 
The Qur’an, Chapter 52, Verse 28



6. Loving beauty and goodness
● Al-Ghazali’s fourth cause of love is love beauty and goodness.
● God is the source of all of goodness and beauty. 
● He loves beauty and is beautiful.

“‘He is the Good, the Merciful One’” 
The Qur’an, Chapter 52, Verse 28

 “Verily, Allah is beautiful and He loves beauty.”1

1 Al-Mu’jam al-Awsaṭ 6906. Sahih (authentic).



7. Loving due to an affinity or similarity
● Al-Ghazali’s fifth and final cause of love is having similarity or affinity between the lover and 

the beloved. The human soul and innate disposition (fitrah) yearn and acknowledge God.

“˹Remember˺ when your Lord said to the angels, “I am going to place a successive ˹human˺ 
authority on earth.” The Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 30

 “So when I have fashioned him and had a spirit of My Own ˹creation˺ breathed into him.” 
The Qur’an, Chapter 15, Verse 29

So be steadfast in faith in all uprightness ˹O Prophet˺—the natural Way of Allah which He 
has instilled in ˹all˺ people. Let there be no change in this creation of Allah. That is the 

Straight Way, but most people do not know.” The Qur’an, Chapter 30, Verse 30

 “No child is born but that he is upon natural instinct. His parents make him a Jew, or a 
Christian, or Magian… Then, Abu Huraira recited the verse, “The nature of Allah upon 

which he has set people”. (30:30).1

1 Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 1292, Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2658



How can a Loving God send people to hell?
Wrong question. The correct question in the context of Islamic theology is: Why does 
someone choose hell over a loving Lord?
● God does not want people to be misguided:

○ “If you disbelieve - indeed, Allāh is Free from need of you. And He does not approve for His servants disbelief.” 
The Qur’an, Chapter 39, Verse 7

● Those who reject God, and associate partners with Him, have ‘eternally rejected’:
○ “[For such is the state of the disbelievers], until, when death comes to one of them, he says, ‘My Lord, send me 

back that I might do righteousness in that which I left behind.’ No! It is only a word he is saying.” The Qur’an, 
Chapter 23, Verses 99 and 100

● The person has rejected God’s mercy and guidance:
○ “God has not wronged them, but they wronged themselves.” The Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 117
○ “This is reward for what your hands have done. And God is never unjust to His servants.” The Qur’an, Chapter 8, 

Verse 51

● Sufyan Ath-Thawri said:
○ “If I were to choose between God and my mother to judge me on the day of judgement I would choose God.”

This seminar will not be addressing the ‘problem of hell’ with regards to its perceived severity and other related objections.



Attaining God’s love

“Say, ‘If you love God, follow me, and God 
will love you and forgive you your sins; God 

is most forgiving, most merciful.’” 
The Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 31

“My servant draws not near to Me with anything more loved by Me than the religious duties I have enjoined upon 
him, and My servant continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory works so that I shall love him. When I love 
him I am his hearing with which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he strikes and his foot 

with which he walks. Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him, and were he to ask Me for 
refuge, I would surely grant him it. I do not hesitate about anything as much as I hesitate about [seizing] the soul of 

My faithful servant: he hates death and I hate hurting him.”1

1 Hadith Qudsi. Narrated by Bukhari.

➔ Become what God loves.



Who does God love?
● Some examples from the Qur’an:

○ “Surely Allah loves those who always turn to Him in repentance and those who purify 
themselves.” The Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 222

○ “And do good, for Allah certainly loves the good-doers.” The Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 195
○ “Indeed, Allāh loves those who act justly.” The Qur’an, Chapter 60, Verse 8
○ “Surely Allah loves those who are mindful ˹of Him˺.” 

The Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 76
○ “God loves those who put their trust in Him.” 

The Qur’an, Chapter 3, Verse 159



How to use this when sharing Islam
● Two main ways:

○ After explaining why God existence, His Oneness 
and the proof of His revelation, you can show that 
God is worthy of love to help them further 
acknowledge and internalise why He is worthy of 
worship and our utmost adoration.

○ You can explain why God is worthy of our utmost 
adoration and love by directly using this context 
of this presentation. I can be a means to “uncloud” 
someone’s innate disposition.



A note on Christianity & Islam on God’s Love

“Then Adam was inspired with words ˹of prayer˺ by 
his Lord, so He accepted his repentance. Surely He 
is the Accepter of Repentance, Most Merciful.”
The Qur’an, Chapter 2, Verse 37

“They replied, ‘Our Lord, we have wronged our 
souls: if You do not forgive us and have mercy, we 
shall be lost.’”
The Qur’an, Chapter 7, Verse 23

➔ Read “Divine Perfection” by Dr. Osman Latiff



Questions?


